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One of the most prominent buildings on the campus of
what was once Montgomery Hills Junior High School is  the
1l argse Georgian style edifice Ffacing Brookville Foad.
It was once the main bullding on Campus. In geEneral, the
edifice resembles its original  character. However,
this building is mot in good physicogl condition. It is
in need of restoration. At this time, it has boarded
winﬁmws. a destroved front sntry  andds ovarrun by
vegstation {in the frontl. Fortunately, modern additions
have ot obstructed ths  front (northwest) ar side
(moubthwesst) gleavations and have only partislly obstructed
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visw of the rear (southsast: and obther side {roprtheast) .
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This building is & tfwo-story olassic
shrushturs wzth attic anmd basement. Ite per
is  most pronounced feom o bhe front (b ;
facing EBrookville:l. Thi
tripart composition of three
de#*:al parallel two—story b
ectangular, 11 mavs long, OEEl
flanhlng a set-back center ed
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plan. - The structure built
walls, white trim {(wood cornice, a
eto.d, articulated brick guoins,T’ gbazed e Er
attic lewel of the gable ends, high Gesorg

roof, dmrmer windows on the center b;utﬁ' & Georglan
style chimney stacks terminating the two fFlanking
&Q}ldingé at mach end. The gable snds facing Brookville
are decorated with brick panels with an  animated header

aatterﬂrsﬁvxaﬁ; Sl Bo 1BNEZ882% s 10 VoDl Ak LD

The center Bialdifg (iwb-stories t% the rear with
one-stoary enbtry algct facing Bimalv"lg . Reoady, surmounted
by & cupola, ig priented %award the phbilc view. The
main entrance facade is a ftripart with center entry. The
entrance 1itself {which slightly projecis) is also &
tripart composition with three perfectly symmetric portals
of light-hued stone i{probably limestons) surnounted by a
dominant stone projecting ledge {meparating the three
doors from threese small windows). Ahove is a stone panegl
ingised with the nams of the school.
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i MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENUES M 36-20

Montgomery County Historical Society;
Central Records, Montgomery County Public 8chcols;
See K. Alexis' msnuscript on the architectural history
of Montgomery County Public Schools, first half of the
20th century (1988) (Montgeomery County Historie
Preservation and Maryland Historiec Trust)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Brookville Road, Woodlin Elementary, Linden Lane,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

academicism, and for being more restrained than
continental Barogque styles. A variation of the
Georgi an WAS transplanted to the English colonies in
North America, including Virginie and Marvyland. Both
Williamsburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland, are
known for their Georgian Colonial architecture.
Georgian architecture was rejected by Americans aftter the
American Revolution becausa the stys was associated
with English rule. The revived glassicism of the
American Renaissance during the lats 19th and early
20th century fostered a beorgian Revival.

During the 19350s, John D. Rockefeller’s
restoration of Williamsburg. Virgini &, resulted in
anothsr Georgian Revival. By this time, the public’s
perception of Georgian architecture wes positive. s
e classical shvle, the Gaoral an represented
tradition, civility, and stabilitw. Mozt importantly, 1t
was associated with the roots of American culture, and
perceived of as an American stvle. The Georoglan WAS
self-consciously viewed as a sty,lsz thalt linked American

culture to EBEuropean civilization.

The ¢hoice of the Georgian stvle  for schools 1n
Montgomery County was more logical than one might imitially
think. By selecting the OGeorgian, architects made
reference to Marvland®s early histoary and to early American
educational traditions. Harvard College, HMassachusetts,
and William & Mary College, Williamsburg, VMirginia, were
the two oldest colleges in America. Their early

huildings were rendered in the Georgian style.

Montgomery Hille Junior High School expanded to
include moderrn structures which did neot continue the
architectural unity of campus. In 1944-%, MWoodlin
Elementary School . which respected the academl o
architectural tradition of Monmtgomery Hills, was  built
across the plaving field.

The decline in the enrollment of students culminated
in the closing of Montgomery Hills in 1976&. Since then,
Montgomery County has leased the campus to the Hebrew
Academy of OGreater Washington.
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The Ffirst building erected for Montgomery Hills
Junior High School in  193&4-7 closely  resembles its

original character: “However, modern bTlding

campaions

have obstructed the view of its front, rear and part of one

side eslevations; renovations haga altereﬂ 1

interior.

Designed by Howard Wright Cutler, the building is a
two-stary classical Georgi an atructure .. with attic
(designed to house classrooms)  and f0I7T bm=ementu It i
built in red brick with flat walls, white  trim {woocd

quUOins, high Georgian stvle slate roof  with
windows  and Georgian stvle xh1m ngy sha

building at sach end. It iz & roughly

12 bayvs long. Originally, the besorgian style
dormer windows. Today the dormer windows R

i
0
1
%
i
f

altered and enlarged bv amnﬂemtzﬁu dormers to
grouped window cpenings.

Originally, +the uilding”s most outstanding

““dornice, dormers, window frames, etc.), ‘drtichlated brick

dormar

Yol OF - {erminatirm e
rectangular blook,

faeaturs

Was its main entry (destroyed), once located on  the

"?

gable erd facing Linden Lane. Thc o 3 &l ent

ratined arnd  elegant circular lassic

classical columns, all raised by “+Ep5 on oa platform. [}
“modern  corridor addition resulted in the destruction of

this heautiful Feature. This facade iz wtill

LT WA =

porbtico with

-~

striking

largely dus to the existing second story Palladian window

motif with a larger central window flanked by two

windows and topped with arched + anlight -wxmdow.

smal ler
bove

the Falladian window is a stone panel incised with the name

of the school and its construction date. The

vaertical

directional force of the artigul atwd skyline created by the

~double  -Beorgian chimnéf “stacke ulvEm thig facade a sy aricd
and monumental character. The perfect symmetry of this
Georgian edifice TYis most pr&ﬁﬁunred or this elevation.
Her e, the traditional trlpariite e {three-part)
composition orders tHe- @ LEv“tlan*“harlnmﬁtqlly (three
divisions spressed by  fenestration) and wvertically

{articulated by the center chimney stacks).

The horizontal extension of the building belies its

interior symmetry plannsd argund a central hall
antending  the full length of the Building. Originally,
gach floor had fouwr similar classrooms, Fensstration
helps to externally eupress classrooms, bathrooms  and

stairhalls.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Montgomery Hills Junior High Schoos? (12248) is
an  important architectural landmark in the RHistory of
Montgomery County and its public schools., Thizs schopl

and Fark Strest Elemsntary School are the prime @xamples of

a two-story Georgian school building—tvpe which helped
| define the academic image sought in Montgomery County
betwesn the wars. In addition, Montgomery Hills Junior
High Schoecls represents the development and maturation of
the public school system. During this period, junior
high schools werg established as & vital part of the 12
vaar oraded system. This building has ccontinuously
served as a school for over half a century.

>; o Eo

-This school --is also the product ~of the “phenomenal
growth of the Washington, D.C. suburbs in Montgomery
-County, Marvland, during the World War T1 period. In
particular, there was a great increase in the number of
yourmd© school children in the subilrbs SY@ardde - Washington,
D.C. Betwsen 1920 and 1940 the number of students
L Aattending public school rose from 6,195 ge o rylE, 096,
During the same period, the county’™s exvpenditures on
schools dramatically increased, reaching $2,437,770.8%  in
1945, %

,i
i
:F

The architect was Howard Wright Cutler ¢ -~ 1948)
who shaped and define the educational architecture in
Montgomery County during the 1920s and 1930s. Cutler was

CONTINUE ON SEPAkATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT 0OF SIGNIFICANDE - (CONTIMED)

rot # nationally known  architect, but he wWas &
professional, Selecting Howarod Cutler A the
principal  designer of Montgomery County public schools
reveal s the county’s desire to project  an image of
professionalism and modernity, and to ocrsate A new

acadenic image.

Howard Cutler came to Washington from New York State

with a professional training. In NMew York, he worked in
the architectural offices of J. Foster Warner for one VEar
and Gordon & Madden for seven vears. Cutler was a member

af  the Central New York Chapter of the American Imstitute
of frchitects (A& bafore he was slected to the national
organization  of the AI8 inm 19195, At this time, he had
been in practice with his own tirm, Hutchinson % Cutler,
for five vears.®

1

5

poan architect, Cubtler well reprosssnted the TR
Dt century Amerios e it precccupation
; ard  the American Renaissarnce {(late 19
and  marly centuryl, as wWwell as its devobion to new
and modern approaches. At the same time, Cubtler was &
practical  architect who ssemns to have  oiven thowght  to
economical and  practical modern design. s Cutler
browght  standards of professionalism  and an  academic
vigion o iz  work, e transformed  county sohool
architecturs., '

11

crf B

13t

Tl
with tradg

[

This Geor gl an style sdifice represents the
persistence of the classical tradition during the first
half of the Z0th century, a period when traditioralism and
modernism  came  hesd to head. During the 1930s,
architect Howard Cutler defined the academic image
of  Montgomery County®s public schools along traditional
limes. He often relied upon  references to classical
architecturs. Cutler was  concsrned with  the greal
traditions and symbolic potential of architecture. Im
1934 Dutler  gsed bhe Georgian stvle for Bethesda-Chevy

T

Chase High &

hool and Montgomery Blair Hioh School.

The Georgian ig  the nams given ta  the English
Barogue, & classical 17¢h  and  18th century style. The
English Barogus is known for its symmeatry, digrnity  and

academi ol sm, anrd for being more restrained than
continental PBarogue styles, & variation of the
Georol an WaS transplanted to the Engliszh colonies in
Morth  America, including Mirginia and Marvland. Eoth

Williamsbhurog, Virginia, and  Annapolis, Marvland, are
ko o their Georglan Colonial architechurea,
Georgian  architecture was rejiected by Americans after the
American Revolution becauss  the stye was associated

HR
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STATEMENT QOF SIGNIFICANCE - {CONT INUED)

with English  rule. The revived classicism of the
American Renaissance during the late 1%th and  early
20th century  fostered & Deorglan Revival.

During the 19350s, John D. Rockefeller’s
restoration  of Williamsburo, Virgind &, resulted  in
anather Georogian Revival. Eyw this tims, the publioc’s
perception of Geogrgian architecturs was positive. 23
# classical shtyle, the Beorglan rapresented
tradition, civilily. and stability. Most importantly, it
was associated with the roots of American cwlitwrs,  and
perceived of as an Anerican style. The Georglan WEE
sl f-consciously viewsd as a stvle that linked Amsrican
culture to European oiwvilization.

The choice of ths Georgian stvles for srhools in
Morntgomery Dount wasn mors logical than ome might initially
the  Georglian, architschs

think. By smslesctin :
reference to Marvland™ s sarly oy and to early Amsrioan
aducational traditions. Harvard College, chussths,
and William & Mary College, Williasmsburg, Virginis, werse
the two oldest oolls 5 i Amearica. Their gmarly

.

i ldings were rendered in the Georgian stvle.

Montogomery Hills  Junior  High School  expanded to

p=-1
include  another Deorgian style gdifice and several modern
T

style shructurss, In 1944-5, Woodlin Elemsntary School
was bhullt soross the playing field. The decline in  the
anrol lment ot students  cwulmimnated in the olosing  of
Montgomery Hills in 1976, Since then, Montgomesry Gounty
Mas  leased the campus to the Hebrew Academy of Greater
Washington.

NOTES
Rl See Appendiy, )
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From 1732 Lo 1985, Rockville, Maryland:

Montoomery County Fublic Schools, 1274, EEO-1.

- Farin M.E. Alaxi manusoript {17887 o bhe
architectural history of esducational institubtions
in Montogomery County, 1200-1245 {(Monmtgomery Dounty
Historic Fraservation Commission and Maryland
Historic Trust? includes =2 =summary of  Howard
Cutler®s architectwal career and his work for
the Montgomesry County  Bosrd of  BEducasbtion.

Soma  valuable information on QCutler was found
in the Arohid of the fAmerican Imstitute of
Frchitects (FRi3 EoBowx F21, Folder 712,

8§
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Caentral Records, Montogomery County Public Schoolsg
Construction Division, Montgomery Countys
Archives, The Amsrican Institute of Architects;
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